100                           RISE OF THE MARATHA POWER
when it was ended, the first object of the leaders was to secure
the restoration  of  the  Swarajya,  i.e.  to   restore  to  Shahu   the
territories held by his grandfather when he was crowned king at
Raigad in 1674,    After Rajaram's death, Aurangzeb appears to
have made the first advance by recognizing Shahu's rights to a
portion of the Swarajya.   He assigned to Shahu as a marriage
dowry his old Jahagir at Supa and Indapur, as also the mahals of
Akkalkot and Nevasa. Later on, Aurangazeb induced Shahu to send
letters to the Maratha commanders desiring them to stop the war
and submit to the Emperor.   The use made of Shahu's agency for
this purpose was a distinct recognition of his claim to be the leader
of the Maraiha forces which were then fighting with the Moghuls.
In 1705, with a view to bring this war to an end, Aurangzeb was
prevailed upon to consent to the payment of 10 per cent, of the
whole revenue of the six subhas of the Deccan as sardeshmukhi,
for which the Maratha commanders were to agree to maintain
order with a body of horse.   This was the first formal recognition
by Aurangzeb of the claims which Shivaji had put forth nearly
fifty years previously for the sardeshmukhi grant.   Nothing came
of this proposal as the Maratha leaders raised their terms, and the
war was continued to the end.   On Aurangzeb's death, owing to
their internecine quarrels, his sons found it necessary to bring the
war to a close, and Shahu was released and was allowed to proceed
to his country, and he was   informed   that   if  he   succeeded   in
establishing his power in the Deccan, Zulfikarkhan, the Moghul
commander, and his master Azimkhan, the Emperor's son, would
restore him the territories conquered by Shivaji with additional
Jahagirs between the Bhima   and the Godavari.    When Shahu
established himself at Satara, the Moghul Governor of the Deccan,
Dawood Khan, for the first time entered into a formal alliance
with the Maratha leaders conceding to them the chouth or 25 per
cent of the revenues of certain provinces, and the chouth was to
be collected by Shahu's own agents.   This arrangement lasted for
four years from 1709 to 1713, when Dawood Khan was removed
and Nizam-ul-mulk was appointed subhedar.   The Nizam refused
to carry out the arrangement made by Dawood Khan and the war
commenced, and went on till 1715, when peace was concluded and
Shahu was appointed to the command of 10,000   horse   in   the
Moghul service.    Nizam-ul-mulk was recalled from the Deccan,
and one of the Sayyads was appointed Governor in his place by the
new Emperor.    This Sayyad Subhedar, to   strengthen   his   own
position, engaged the services of an old Maratha veteran Brahman
named Shankraji who had served in the war at Gingi and had
since retired to Benares.  He was sent as an ambassador to Shahu,